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Teaching the Teachers:1. 
Faculty Workshops to Build Evaluation Strategies 

in the Classroom

1. With Fake News As the Hook
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Read All About It!

Connecting Source Evaluation and Fake News Literacy in the 
Classroom
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Workshop Learning Objectives

Participants will be able to:

● Name some of the characteristics of 
fake news

● Discuss source evaluation in the 
classroom with students

● Rework an assignment to support 
better source selection and 
evaluation by students

mailto:kirsten_hansen@cuc.claremont.edu
mailto:adam_rosenkrantz@cuc.claremont.edu


kirsten_hansen@cuc.claremont.edu
adam_rosenkranz@cuc.claremont.edu

Workshop Agenda

● Introduction
● Rorschach test of formats
● Spot that Fake News
● Discussion of source evaluation in your 

classroom
● Rework assignments to better support 

quality source selection
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(Our) Meta Agenda & (Subliminal) Learning Objectives

● Encourage integrating SOURCE EVALUATION into class syllabi, since we 
cannot reach every class on campus

● Get faculty thinking of the importance of SOURCE EVALUATION in the 
process of RESEARCH, via the “hook” of fake news

● Demonstrate that librarians have always taught SOURCE EVALUATION as part 
and parcel of the LIBRARIANLY GIG, via the “hook” of fake news
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Active Learning Strategies

You wouldn’t lecture to students for 90 minutes, so don’t lecture to faculty either

Exercise 1:  Rorschach Test of Formats

Exercise 2: Spot that Fake News

Exercise 3: Reworking assignments

Discussion and opportunities for faculty to share their own strategies
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Exercise 2: Spot that Fake News
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Exercise 3: Reworking your assignment

Some suggestions:

Include definitions for words like “scholarly,” “peer-review” and even “research article” (we often assume 
students know what they mean. Research has shown that they often don’t!)

Include transparent teaching best practices (thank you Darryl!)

Include (if you don’t already) where students can go for help- the writing center, the library (even if it’s 
already in your syllabus)

Make scope evident- we all know students who try to fit a Master’s  Thesis worth of thoughts into a 10 
page paper. Help guide students to the appropriate scope for the assignment
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Challenges and Opportunities 

Challenges:

● Trying to “think like a faculty member” who 
teaches discipline-specific content, rather 
than as a librarian for whom information 
literacy is first and foremost. 

● Finding and selecting fake news stories 
that were not in circulation at the time and 
that sometimes had elements of both true 
news and fake news. This was not an easy 
task!  

● Finding a time to schedule the workshop 

Opportunities: 

● Interacting with faculty in a new way
● Encouraging integration of IL concepts 

into the curriculum outside of librarian IL 
sessions

● Working more closely with valuable 
campus partners
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Collaboration 

Collaboration with our Center for Teaching and Learning was important!

● Use the trust (and listserv) the CTL has built with faculty
● Use the pedagogical expertise of the CTL when planning the workshop
● CTL added a workshop to their semester lineup without having to 

plan/present the whole thing
● CTL staff learned more about IL concepts and how librarians approach them
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Future Directions and Suggestions

● Hope to present the workshop again, possibly with a different hook, and 
using what we learned last time

● If you want to present a workshop like this:
○ Plan for planning to take longer than expected!
○ Reach out to campus collaborators
○ We encourage other librarians to build sessions like this
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Thank you!
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Supplementary Materials

● Format examples
● Fake news discussion questions
● Claremont Colleges Library Habits of Mind Rubric
● Further resources for faculty
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Fake News Discussion Questions 

1. As pure text, what does this story communicate to you?  Do you believe it is 
true?  Do you think your students would believe it?

2. How did you decide (metacognition)?
3. How was your decision making process similar to/different from evaluating 

sources in your discipline?
4. Does the text in its natural habitat on the web change your mind?  How does 

it differ from the text stripped of images, advertisements, etc?
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CCL Habits of Mind Rubric
The CCL structures our information literacy teaching along five facets, our Habits of Mind. They are:

Inquiry: interpreting assignments,  determining information needs, developing a research strategy, selecting preliminary 
tools and sources

Evaluation: evaluating sources for appropriateness to topic, evaluating sources for quality, distinguishing between types of 
sources

Communication: effectively integrating appropriate information to support an argument, clearly distinguish between own 
ideas and others

Attribution: Understand that scholarship is a conversation, understand how, when, and why to cite the work of others, and 
do so consistently

Insight: Understand that information has value, and distinguish between library resources and open web resources

For more on the Habits of Mind, see http://bit.ly/2nyqeOF
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Further Resources

Fake News and Media Literacy Syllabus from Lindsay Davis, an outreach and 
instruction librarian at UC Merced

Calling Bullsh*t in the Age of Big Data, the syllabus for a semester-long course in 
detecting and rebutting bad information in the sciences from U. of Washington

The Fine Art of Sniffing Out Crappy Science, an interview from the Chronicle of 
Higher Ed. with the authors of the Calling Bullsh*t syllabus

mailto:kirsten_hansen@cuc.claremont.edu
mailto:adam_rosenkrantz@cuc.claremont.edu
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IOk9eDBEif4zhmZk0_QbIeGdGW9jJMTU_yGjeRIRf3M/edit
http://callingbullshit.org/syllabus.html
http://www.chronicle.com/article/The-Fine-Art-of-Sniffing-Out/238907?cid=trend_au&elqTrackId=0879816018d0428eb22498bb8ab8ca63&elq=eb970a40458e488196f45c8a695d5eed&elqaid=12170&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=4929

