Innovative Risk: Library Instruction in the Blackboard Environment  

The Science/Instruction librarians at the University of California, Riverside, are collaborating with faculty to create library components that are integrated into course websites. Using Blackboard course management software (called iLearn at UCR), librarians have created modules that are integrated into one-shot library instruction sessions, orientation for first-year students, semester-long science courses, and faculty/librarian workshops. Marie Bronoel and Ying Shen, both at the Science Library at UCR, presented very exciting examples of the work that has been done with classes in geology, chemistry, and environmental sciences. Modules that have been developed provide students with quick, easily accessible, high quality information. The modules serve many purposes--reinforcing information literacy and critical thinking concepts taught in a library session, offering a tutorial for students who missed class, enhanced options for assignments and assessment. ***The presenters have found that Blackboard/iLearn offers many advantages for integration of IL and library skills into courses. It is very customizable. It provides an easy way to link to library resources. It integrates library resources and tools at the point of need. Both presenters emphasized the importance of collaboration with faculty as the key to success.  
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