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Strategy #1

Whenever possible
use datasets that document systemic bias.



Strategy #1

Example Dataset
Today we are using standardized traffic stop data from the Stanford Open 
Policing Project, specifically a subset from San Diego in 2017.

Download the specific San Diego dataset here: bit.ly/sd201701-03 

We will discuss some ways to explore this data, but encourage you to read more 
about the research findings of this project.  Browse all project data here: 
openpolicing.stanford.edu/data 

https://openpolicing.stanford.edu/
https://openpolicing.stanford.edu/
https://bit.ly/sd201701-03
https://openpolicing.stanford.edu/findings/
https://openpolicing.stanford.edu/findings/
https://openpolicing.stanford.edu/data/
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Strategy #2

Be explicit about
how bias enters the research process.



Strategy #2

Qualitative Data Descriptors

Sort objects by color into the buckets

orangeochrecopper



Strategy #2

1790 Census

images: Census Instructions, US Census Bureau & First Congress

Note: the US Census categories have no basis in 
research or science.

Qualitative Data Descriptors
2020 Census



Strategy #2

Qualitative Data Descriptors
Real GenderTraditional

Gender

♂
♀

image: Cari-Rez-Lobo

http://paperpile.com/b/6mGWUV/UxUk


Strategy #3

Changing my search terms.
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Social Sciences & Humanities

• data science

Sciences

• fish

• data science



Strategy #3

Social Sciences & Humanities

• “data science” AND
bias OR raci* OR discriminat*

• higher education AND
disparities AND
completion

Sciences

• “data science” AND
bias OR raci* OR discriminat*

• health AND
disparities 



Zeroth Strategy

Identify what I have control over.
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