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If you’re not in Health Sciences - some things to know:
Known issues in medical research, education and practice:

● Research on/by traditionally marginalized or minoritized groups is lacking
● Medical education taught with often euro-centric focus
● Clinical practice historically affected by health care biases and stereotyping leading to 

racially tailored patient-care

Textbooks are a big part of Health Science education.

Cerdeña, J. P., Plaisime, M. V., & Tsai, J. (2020). From race-based to race-conscious medicine: How 
anti-racist uprisings call us to act. The Lancet, 396(10257), 1125-1128. 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)32076-6/fulltext



Just a Typical Day in the Life of a Library Liaison...
Initial Request: Are there any rubrics which evaluate DEI in textbooks?

Rationale: Librarians must know every book we have in the collection! How do we decide what to purchase 
when it comes to DEI?

Questions We Ask Ourselves (Librarians): How DO we evaluate the books we purchase for our collection?

● We don’t typically buy textbooks
● Publishers aren’t there yet when it comes to having Rubrics for asking for more DEI Content 

identifiers in textbooks (we located a bunch of our vendors/publishers and asked for content and no 
usable responses). 

● No easy way to find this information using our usual sources: Collection Development, etc... (Gobi?) 

Questions We Asked Back: How do faculty decide which textbooks to use? 

● Amazon’s Best Bets Amazon Best Sellers: Best Immunology Amazon Best Sellers: Best Microbiology

https://www.amazon.com/gp/bestsellers/books/689715011
https://www.amazon.com/Best-Sellers-Books-Microbiology/zgbs/books/689716011/ref=zg_bs_nav_books_5_689715011


Developing a shared language



Themes from a scoping search of the literature
Themes from the literature search 

DEI concerns are contextual and the literature shows several different focuses in the 
conversations about DEI 

● Dermatology: skin tone
● Anatomy: sex and gender
● Curriculum: looking beyond the individual resource 



Challenges of this project
● Context plays a large role in assessment of a tool 

with a DEI lens
● Not a one-and-done effort
● What does “representation” mean?
● What does “accessible mean”?



Not a one-and-done effort

● DEI one-shots are not 
impactful as a stand-alone 
attempt

● Must be applied as a lens 
on everything brought to 
the classroom/course

Leung, S. (2022). The futility of information 
literacy & EDI: Toward what?. College & 
Research Libraries, 83(5), 751. 
https://doi.org/10.5860/crl.83.5.751

https://doi.org/10.5860/crl.83.5.751


What does “representation” mean?
Tokenism?

Role models?

“The lack of role models or visual representation of colour may lead to increased 
imposter syndrome among such groups. Imposter syndrome is the perception that one 
doesn’t deserve their accomplishments, or a sense of intellectual phoniness”

(Ballen et al., 2020)



What does “accessibility” mean?
Accessibility is complex and contextual:

● Affordable?
● ADA compliant for visual or other 

access concerns?
● Available through the library? Through 

the dept?

Department or Institution

Library

Student 



Going beyond good intent:  
Intention to build a diverse and inclusive classroom goes beyond the good intentions 
of selecting a “good” textbook:

● Pedagogy 
● Classroom management 
● Assessing the textbook 
● ADDRESSING the textbook



Role of the Liaison Librarian in assessing Textbooks
● Resource assessment
● Resource selection
● Access options

Going beyond assessing… to ADDRESSING what the assessment found:

● In the syllabus and in the classroom address what is missing and what is there.
● Educate and contextualize the publication timelines, the biases and inequities that 

led to this.
● Find material to balance and supplement the weaknesses in the textbook.



Services and actionable ideas to add in your liaison role
● Faculty outreach to remind 

and educate about the reality 
of textbook publishing

● Embedded instruction on the 
information landscape beyond 
the textbook

● Collect and curate 
supplementary resources 

● Provide context:  for 
collections, for the state of the 
research 



Collect and curate supplementary resources: 
Help faculty find 
and access 
resources to 
support their DEI 
work.



Provide context:  

Research guides 
can help provide 
context 



Working Rubric (Excerpt)

Criterion:
● Overall commitment to 

a framework of 
inclusion, diversity, 
equity, and access 
(IDEA)

● IDEA framework on 
textbook imagery and 
examples

● Reflection of history of 
discipline

● Cost burden of the 
textbook to the student

● Accessibility of 
materials to students



Questions?



Have you been involved in 
textbook selection?

Do you work with faculty on 
course resource selection?

Do you have any tools or 
processes for addressing DEI 
in this aspect of your work?

We’d Love to 
Hear From You!
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